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—Answering The Call Of God—
By Dale Rum ble

In tro duc tion

This is the third of three tracts writ ten to ad dress God’s end-
 time pur pose for His church. The first tract, “THE DAY OF THE
LORD,” dealt with those events that lead up to the re turn of Christ,
and with what takes place when He does re turn.1 The sec ond tract,
“TO THE CHURCH IN AMERICA” pres ents the vi sion the church
must pos sess in or der to pre pare her self for what lies ahead.2 This
third tract de scribes how each child of God has been cre ated and
called to fill a unique per sonal place in the body of Christ. The
church will be suc cess ful in the end- time pur poses of God, not be -
cause of a few be liev ers with great and pow er ful min is tries, but be -
cause each mem ber of the body of Christ ful fills their call in God.

The Is sue

Many Chris tians seem un aware that when they were saved,
their life was no longer their own. They now be long to God, and He
has called them to a spe cial place of re la tion ship and serv ice in the
church. Some will say, “I am saved, and I am called to go to heaven.”
It is true that heaven is the ul ti mate des ti na tion for all who have been
re deemed. How ever, the call of God has to do with our life in Christ
be fore we go to heaven.

God has pur posed to fill the earth with His glory and bring in a
great har vest of souls be fore the day of His judg ment. The church,
em pow ered by the Holy Spirit, is the in stru ment by which He will
ac com plish His strat egy. This re quires the church to be wholly com -
mit ted to the pur pose of God, with each be liever em brac ing the call
that God has placed on his or her life. How ever most Chris tians do
not re al ize that they have been cre ated and fash ioned by God for a
per sonal, unique and pre cious place of serv ice for Him. This is the is -
sue that I am ad dress ing.
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What Does It Mean “To Be Called”

By faith in the death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of the Lord Je sus
Christ, one is saved and be comes a mem ber of His church. The
Greek word for church is “EKKLESIA,” which means “the called
out ones.” The first truth of be ing called is that we have been called
out of the world and its in flu ence, and called into re la tion ship with
God. We be long to Him!

There are two phases of our call. First of all, we are called into
the fam ily of God, and sec ondly we are called into a per son ally
unique place of serv ice in the body of Christ. Both of these phases
bear wit ness of God’s sav ing grace.

God has prom ised that the world to come will be sub ject to
man (He brews 2: 5-8). The place that we will have in that fu ture era
is linked to how well we have an swered the “call” of God to day
(Reve la tion 2:26-27; Luke 19:13-26). There fore, it is im por tant to
clearly un der stand all of the im pli ca tions of what it means to be
called by God.

First of all, our call is not ar bi trary; it is a holy call ing from
God Him self, and it is cen tered in His pur pose on earth.

Who has saved us and called us with a holy call ing, not ac -
cord ing to our works (or what we want), but ac cord ing to His
own pur pose and grace which was granted to us in Christ Je -
sus from all eter nity. (2 Timo thy 1:9)

Our call is also time de pend ent since we are called ac cord ing
to God’s pur pose for our gen era tion. To be called in the Dark Ages
would be dif fer ent than be ing called to day. In those days the church
was largely an un holy in sti tu tion; to day the church is ex plod ing
world wide from in sti tu tional struc tures into spiri tu ally or ganic,
small groups (or house churches). It is a time of res to ra tion. When we 
were born, where we live, and the peo ple with whom we have fel -
low ship, are not mat ters of chance. They are fac tors of our call in
God.

The fol low ing scrip ture re veals the se quence of events that
make up the call of God.
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For those whom He (God) foreknew, He also pre des tined to
become con formed to the im age of His Son, so that He would
be the first born among many breth ren; and these whom He
pre des tined, He also called; and these whom He called, He
also jus ti fied, and these whom He jus ti fied, He also glo ri fied.
(Ro mans 8:29-30)

We un der stand the chro nol ogy of these events by rec og niz ing
that God is sov er eign over time; He is eter nal. Be fore God be gan
crea tion, He moved for ward down the cor ri dor of time into the fu ture 
to see whether each in di vid ual in their gen era tion would choose to
serve or to re ject Him. His fore knowl edge of their choice became the 
ba sis of His call. Those who choose the way of God, He pre des tines
to be con formed to the im age of Je sus and so to make up a fam ily of
sons. When these fore known in di vidu als are born in their gen era tion, 
the Lord calls them to serve Him. When they re spond to His call, He
jus ti fies them and they be come His chil dren. In due time, He will
glo rify them.

There are a grow ing number of re ports of God call ing peo ple
to Him self in Is lamic na tions through dreams and vi sions of the Lord
Je sus. As they re spond and seek to un der stand what it all means, they 
dis cover the gos pel mes sage and are saved.

Let us con sider God’s call of Paul, the apos tle, as de scribed in
Ga la tions 1:15-16:

• Paul was set apart from his mother’s womb — God’s fore -
knowl edge.

• Paul was called and jus ti fied by the grace of God on the road to 
Da mas cus.

• The call of Paul was to be an apos tle to the Gen tiles.

We do not have the right to choose how or where we will serve
God; our call will be made known through and/or con firmed by the
church. This was true for Paul as we read his tes ti mony:

. . . What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, “Get up
and go on into Da mas cus, and there you will be told of all that
has been ap pointed for you to do.” (Acts 22:10)
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God calls us, we re spond, the church con firms and re leases us,
and the Holy Spirit sends and anoints us. This is how we are called to
serve Him.

Created and Equipped to Serve

We can not fully com pre hend the great de tail and com plex ity
of our crea tion in the womb of our mother. How ever, each of us is an
ex pres sion of di vine work man ship for a God- ordained pur pose.

For we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for good
works, which God pre pared be fore hand so that we would walk 
in them. (Ephe si ans 2:10)

Al though David did not pos sess knowl edge of the hu man body 
that we have to day, he did rec og nize that he had been uniquely made
in his mother’s womb to serve God as king of Is rael.

For You formed my in ward parts; You wove me in my mother’s 
womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fear fully and won der -
fully made; won der ful are Your works, and my soul knows it
very well. My frame (adult stat ure) was not hid den from You,
when I was made in se cret, and skill fully wrought in the depths 
of the earth; Your eyes have seen my un formed sub stance; and
in Your book were all writ ten the days that were or dained for
me, when as yet there was not one of them. (Psalm 139:13-16)

To day we know that God has cre ated all liv ing or gan isms with
a unique ge netic code called DNA. DNA are mole cules that con tain
the blue prints for liv ing cells. The struc ture of DNA are long, com -
plex, dou ble he lix mole cules called genes. A ge netic code is more
than the abil ity to re pro duce; it is the ma trix on which all the
biochemical needs of a liv ing cell are de fined. A hu man be ing has
around 100,000 genes that con tain ap proxi mately 3 bil lion bits of in -
for ma tion which com pletely de fine the per son. This in cludes prop er -
ties such as gen der, color of skin, eyes and hair, stat ure, la tent tal ents
and ap ti tudes for speech, mu sic, and every other physi cal at trib ute
that is re lated to our call in God.

4



We are liv ing ex pres sions of di vine work man ship cre ated for
the pur pose that God has pre pared us for in our gen era tion.

How ever, hu man tal ents and abili ties alone can not do the work 
of God; we must also be equipped in the realm of the Spirit. By the
new birth and bap tism in the Spirit, we re ceive a pro file of spiri tual
quali ties that sanc tify our physi cal prop er ties and so equip us for
serv ice.

This is only true to the ex tent that we yield our will to the Holy
Spirit, for He is more than “spiri tual DNA,” He is the anoint ing and
power be hind all that we are and do. Al though there are oth ers, the
fol low ing are eight es sen tial spiri tual quali ties which en able us to
ful fill our call.

1. Life

Just as DNA de fines liv ing cells, so also, scrip tural quali ties
only ap ply to one who is alive spiri tu ally.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus has set you free
from the law of sin and death. (Ro mans 8:2)

2. Ge ne al ogy

We in herit our physi cal DNA from the DNA of our par ents. In
a simi lar man ner, we in herit our spiri tual iden tity from our Fa ther in
heaven.

. . . you have re ceived a spirit of adop tion as sons by which we
cry out, “Abba, Fa ther.” The Spirit Him self tes tifes with our
spirit that we are chil dren of God. (Ro mans 8:15-16)

3. Anoint ing for serv ice

The will of the Lord is that every member in His body is
anointed in the work of God, rather than one or two promi nent min is -
ters. Je sus is the One who is to be seen, not gifted men. For this rea -
son, di ver sity and va ri ety de scribe how the Lord dis trib utes His
anoint ing for serv ice. For ex am ple, there are nine spiri tual gifts: the
word of wis dom, the word of knowl edge, the dis cern ing of spir its,
proph ecy, tongues, in ter pre ta tion of tongues, ef fect ing of mira cles
and gifts of heal ing. There are also five di verse min is tries of the risen 
Lord: proph ets, apos tles, evan gel ists, teach ers and pas tors (Ephe si -

5



ans 4:11). In ad di tion, there is va ri ety in the man ner by which gifts
and min is tries are ef fected. To a large ex tent, this is a con se quence of 
the many physi cal and per son al ity quali ties de rived from our DNA.

There is also va ri ety in how God speaks to us. He can send re -
vela tion by means of the scrip ture, through dreams and vi sions or
through the min is try of other be lievers.

There are many ways, other than gifts and min is tries, by which 
be liev ers can share the life and love of God with one an other. Some
ex am ples are, pray ing to gether, hos pi tal ity, show ing mercy, ex hor ta -
tion, giv ing com fort, be ing a friend, etc.

God’s anoint ing for serv ice re flects the mo saic of di ver sity in
the be liev ers who make up the body of Christ.

4. Char ac ter

The great est force in the world is the love of God . . . He is
love! We de velop godly char ac ter not by seek ing to earn or merit His
love, but through the Holy Spirit learn ing to share His love with oth -
ers. God’s one ob jec tive in our char ac ter de vel op ment is to re veal
His Son in each be liever (Ro mans 8:29).

But we all, with un veiled face, be hold ing as in a mir ror the
glory of the Lord, are be ing trans formed into the same im age
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Cor in -
thi ans 3:18)

The glory of the Lord that rises upon the church in the days of
the fi nal har vest will be a reve la tion of the Lord Je sus in His body
(Isaiah 60:1-3).

5. Reve la tion

One can not serve the Lord by sim ply fol low ing a set of rules.
We con tinu ally need the Holy Spirit to re veal the Lord and His ways
to us. Only by reve la tion will we un der stand how to an swer and to
walk in our call ing.

That the God of our Lord Je sus Christ, the Fa ther of glory may 
give to you a spirit of wis dom and of reve la tion in the knowl -
edge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be en light -
ened, so that you will know what is the hope of His call ing,
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what are the riches of the glory of His in heri tance in the
saints. (Ephe si ans 1:17-18)

Reve la tion en ables us to see into the spirit world; to see the
prize that is ours in the up ward call of God in Christ Je sus.

6. Grace

From His un con di tional love, God ex tends grace to His chil -
dren that is uniquely re lated to the call He has placed on their life.
There will al ways be suf fi cient grace for the cir cum stances sur -
round ing us, and for the task be fore us.

But to each one of us grace was given ac cord ing to the meas -
ure of Christ’s gift. (Ephe si ans 4:7)

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that al -
ways hav ing all suf fi ciency in eve ry thing, you may have an
abun dance for every good deed. (2 Cor in thi ans 9:8)

Just as our call ing was de fined by God be fore we were cre ated, 
so also was the grace that we would need to an swer His call. In par -
ticu lar, grace was given to each be liever ac cord ing to the spiri tual
gift ing of that per son (2 Timo thy 1:9; Ro mans 12:6). Grace brings
God’s pres ence and power into our lives.

7. Faith

God has al lot ted a meas ure of faith to every be liever, a
meas ure that is based on their call in God (Ro mans 12:3). Ex er cis ing
this faith is the start ing point of one’s serv ice for Christ, and as one
grows in ma tur ity and knowl edge of the scrip tures, his faith will in -
crease. Faith with out works is dead, be ing alone. True faith en ables
us to ful fill our call in God; it pro duces the good works that God has
pre pared  be fore hand for us to walk in.

8. De pend ency

An im por tant in gre di ent of spiri tual strength is to rec og nize
our need for other mem bers in the body of Christ. God is build ing us
to gether as a liv ing or gan ism, and we need one an other. Each one of
us is a liv ing stone that the Lord has se lected, shaped and sanded to
fit a spe cific place in His church. We are mem bers in par ticu lar, and
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the eye can not say to the hand, “I have no need of you.” (1 Cor in thi -
ans 12:14-25).

There are cer tain traits, two in par ticu lar, that must be avoided
in or der to walk in godly de pend ency. One is seek ing to be self suf fi -
cient and to not need oth ers. The sec ond trait is to ex pect more gifted
per sons to do the min is try. Both of these mind- sets can crip ple body
min is try.

What is the out come then, breth ren? When you as sem ble, each 
one has a psalm, has a teach ing, has a reve la tion, has a
tongue, has an in ter pre ta tion. Let all things be done for edi fi -
ca tion. (1 Cor in thians 14:26)

Our de pend ency is not on the per son, but on the life- flow that
Christ has built into the per son. The Lord is glo ri fied when every
mem ber of His body is equipped to ful fill their call in God.

Walking It Out

There are many prac ti cal fac tors to be aware of as one seeks to
an swer the call of God. The fol low ing are some of the more im por -
tant ones.

• Don’t wait for some thing dra matic, such as a pro phetic word,
to be gin em brac ing your call. Start by serv ing oth ers with the
love of God in sim ple ways. Ide ally, this can be gin in child -
hood.

• Don’t emu late or copy the tech niques of oth ers. Seek to ex -
press the love of Je sus in how and what you do, for you are
called to rep re sent Him.

• Do not com pare your self or your call ing to oth ers. Al ways be
thank ful for how God has made and called you. Each be liever
is called to be an over comer in Christ.

• Con fess the re al ity of your call to oth ers and en cour age them
to do like wise. Mu tual en cour age ment en cour ages body min -
is try.

• Al ways re main ac count able to those who over see your life.
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• Seek out en vi ron ments and re la tion ships that will en cour age
you in your call. Avoid nega tive cir cum stances and con ver sa -
tions that would hin der you. God is posi tive about what He is
do ing in the earth; and so should we be.

• Do not al low gar bage from the world (eg, some of what is
broad cast on TV) to pol lute your mind and spirit.

• Small groups (i.e. house churches) pro vide ideal dy nam ics
from which to learn and grow in the call of God. They of fer
good en vi ron ments in which to prac tice and to profit from mis -
takes. Char ac ter flaws are more likely to sur face and be con -
fronted when one is in a prop erly su per vised small fel low ship.

• I have left the most im por tant fac tor un til last. Very sim ply,
God is al ways more con cerned with de vel op ing our char ac ter
than He is with our gift ing. He seeks for a fam ily of sons who
have been  trans formed into the im age of Christ. Our fail ures,
re jec tions, mis treat ments, per se cu tions and af flic tions are not
signs of de feat; they are di vine op por tu ni ties for God to de -
velop our char ac ter.

And we know that God causes all things to work to gether for
good to those who love God, to those who are called ac cord ing 
to His pur pose. (Ro mans 8:28)

In my opin ion, the two vir tues that are most nec es sary for one
to spiri tu ally bene fit from un pleas ant cir cum stances are hu mil ity and 
for give ness. They are quali ties that ex press a will ing ness to change.

Conclusion

We are liv ing in a time of har vest. The Lord is pre par ing the
church for a great, fi nal in gath er ing of souls into His king dom. As
dark ness con tin ues to grow in the world, His glory will rise upon the
church; not the glory of a few gifted min is tries with pow er ful signs
and won ders, but the glory of a many- membered body where Je sus is 
glo ri ously cen tral in eve ry thing!

This is God’s strat egy to pre pare for the day of the Lord. The
re spon si bil ity that each be liever has is two fold: to dili gently be sure
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of his call ing in God, and to walk wor thy of that call. Paul’s words to
Ephesus pro vide us with good coun sel:

. . . walk in a man ner worthy of the call ing with which you have 
been called, with all hu mil ity and gen tle ness, with pa tience,
show ing tol er ance for one an other in love, be ing dili gent to
pre serve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one
hope of your call ing. (Ephe si ans 4:1-4)

A life that is com mit ted to an swer the call of God, is a
purpose- driven life.
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